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BICYCLE With the war over, the Japanese people 
turned to the Bible. American Sunday schools gave bicycles 
to reach every city, village and hamlet. 


HORSE The horse is often the colporteur’s best helper. 
In country devoid of highways he will carry a load of Bibles 
over tough trails. 


The colporteur is the symbol of the 
Bible Society. He is the man, with 
his load of books, who goes where 
no one has ever taken Bibles before. 
He is not a salesman. He is an 
evangelist; he has the Book not only 
in his hand, he has it also. in his 
heart. There are wide areas of the 
world where no missionary work is 
being done, and others where once 
flourishing missions have had to 
close their doors. In many such fields 
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CANOE Travel in many parts of the world must be by 
waterways. This Filipino colporteur reaches his people in 
a dugout canoe. 


ON FOOT Many colporteurs walk when other means 
of transportation cannot be used. They take the Book to 


the people wherever they are. 


the colporteur goes his way from 
city to city, village to village, door 
to door. He tells “the story ‘of Jesus 
and His love, and is gone. But in 
countless places the Book he leaves 
stays on. It continues to give its 
silent message and transform lives 
and homes and whole communities. 

All that the American Bible So- 
ciety does comes to focus in the 
colporteur. Everything else—the aid 
given to translators; proofreading, 


the buying of paper, cloth, glue, ink 
and linen; work with printers, bind- 
ers and shippers; all the labor of ac- 
countants, typists and clerks in a 
score of cities around the globe; 
budgets, radio and television pro- 
grams, motion pictures—they all ex- 
ist that the colporteur, the man with 
the Book, may persuade the man 
without it to so want it, that he buys 
it in the hope that from it he shall 
find that life that is life indeed. 
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Because the Bible is the Book through 
which the Good News of God’s redemption 
of men through Christ is made known to 
them. Here—and here only—is the authentic 
record of the birth, the life, the death, the 
esurrection and the teaching of Christ. Here 
—and here only—is the record of the wonder- 
ful experiences of those who knew him in His 
earthly life. Invaluable as is the witness of 
living persons to the power of the Christ in 
them, it is to this record that all men must 
go to learn the whole truth, to see Christ 
for themselves and to “renew their faith.” 

Moreover, here—and only here—is this 
edemptive Gospel placed in the long setting 
of history and in the full depiction of the 
nature ofgman that the Old Testament and 
New Testament together disclose. All the 
anges of human character are set forth in 
lear and steady images before men’s eyes, 
hot as fiction but in real persons. Here you 
and I and Jim Smith discover just what we 
each are really like—and then, in our weak- 
ness and inadequacy and sin, turn to Christ 
and are by Him changed, redeemed. This is 
he Book in which that Good News is told 
as in no other. 

Because men desperately need the Bible. 
Vhen we look at the tension and the fer- 
ment of today, the struggle for power, the 
multitudes striving to be free of poverty, 
ignorance and injustice, can one doubt that 
men need the Bible? It is from the Bible 
hat they can learn to be just and to be 
merciful, to bear their own burdens and 
one another’s burdens, to have faith in the 
possibilities in every man, to seek righteous- 
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ness and peace. Only upon the learning 
of these can the foundations of a true world 
order be laid among men. 

Nay, more, men must have the Bible be- 
cause under God their destiny is not alone 
of the earth but is a heavenly destiny. And 
how shall they know of it unless they be 
taught by the Bible? Men need the Bible. 

Because only a voluntary association of 
Bible-lovers who will gladly make the neces- 
sary sacrifices can effectively bring the Bible 
to those who need it. No commercial process 
will ever bring the Bible to all men. Com- 
merce will not pay the costs of taking it to 
those who never heard of it. Moreover, most 
of the vast numbers of people who need it 
have so low a level of subsistence that they 
can pay but a fraction of what it costs to 
translate and print and deliver it. And the 
end sought in taking the Bible to all men 
requires not a financial motive, but the mo- 
tive that lies in the hearts of those who love 
it and, grateful to God for it, would have all 
men share their joy and be redeemed through 
the Gospel it carries. When such Bible-lovers 
join together to bring to men the Bible men 
desperately need, you have a Bible Society. 


The cover picture 


Eugene A. Nida, the Society’s Secretary 
for Translations, presents the first copy of 
the Ragoli Bible to Mr. Lewis Kimani 
Waiyaki of Kenya Colony, East Africa, 
at the Society’s 135th Annual Meeting 
in May 1951 


ONE. DOLLAR A YEAR 


TRANSLATION 


almost every month. 


Reprinted by spectal permission of The Saturday Enening Post. Copyright 1951 by The Curtis a — 
Some part of the Bible has already been printed in over 1,000 languages. A new language is added 


ENCOURAGES USE In this 


picture-minded age the Society pub- 
lishes single books of the Bible in 
picture-magazine form. 
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Photograph by Ivan Dmttrt. Reprinted by special per- 
mission of The Saturday Evening Post. Copyright 1961 
by The Curtis Publishing Company. 


BLIND The Society does not fail the 
blind. In Braille and on Talking Book 
records the whole Bible is available. 


PUBLICATION The Bible was 
the first book ever printed on a print- 
ing press. It has never been off the 

presses of the world since. 
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Che Bible 


1s no other book is the world’s Book. 


Some part of it has been translated into over 1,000 
anguages; the whole of it into 195. 


n it—its message and its Lord—lies the one hope 


or the world. 


"o attain its high ends the Bible 
pociety has organized its work into 
ve principal departments: 


It Aids Translators 


rom its earliest days the Society 
aas been aiding translators and re- 
isers of the Bible. It does this 
hrough counsel, supervision and 
ontributions toward expenses. It is 
ontinually at work with little- 
nown languages spoken by the In- 
lian tribes in Latin America and the 
hative peoples of Africa, many of 
hose tongues have only recently 
been redu€ed to written form. It 
lso aids committees like those who 
m 1952 are revising the texts of such 
mportant Bibles as those in Span- 
sh, Portuguese and Japanese. 


t Publishes 


e Society's long experience, cou- 
pled with constant research and 
killful supervision, results in the 
bublication of readable, durable 
scriptures at surprisingly low cost. 
At the time of this writing the So- 
iety has in process approximately 
8,000,000 copies of the Scriptures 
or which it is supplying the mate- 
ials, the funds, or actually super- 
ising the publication program itself. 
such work is now in process not 
ynly in various places in this country 
ut also in Mexico, Brazil, Argen- 
ina, Turkey, Egypt, England, Ger- 
any, Hongkong, Japan, Thailand 
nd the Philippine Islands. 


t Distributes 


Supervised by its District and Divi- 
ion Offices in the United States, 


ind its Agencies located in fifteen” 
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3ut most of the world does not yet possess it. 
t must be distributed widely, immediately, continuously. 


someone must make this the first business in life; 
this one thing the American Bible Society does. 


cities abroad, the Society’s own staff 
of colporteurs distributes hundreds 
of thousands of Scripture volumes. 
Many more go out through Chris- 
tian workers, missionaries, evangel- 
ists, pastors, chaplains. Such work is 
made possible for many of these 
workers by small allowances from 
the Society toward expenses. There 
are thousands of volunteer helpers. 

The principal method of distribu- 
tion is that of sale. Thereby the 
purchaser gains a personal interest 
in his new possession, and the dis- 
tributor must testify to his own 
faith, nurtured by the Book, to bring 
about the sale. Also to distribute lit- 
erature freely is forbidden in some 
areas as unlicensed propaganda. 

Most of the people of the world, 
however, are so poor that to charge 
them even the cost of making the 
book would mean that few could 
buy. Prices on all the Society’s Scrip- 
tures are therefore fixed at no more 
than wholesale cost, and on millions 
of copies at less than the printing 
and binding. English Gospels may 
be had for as low as two cents, New 
Testaments for fifteen cents, Bibles 
for 70 cents. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of copies of the Scriptures are 
also given without charge where the 
situation warrants. 


lt Promotes Bible Use 


Because an unused Bible is of no 
value, the Society considers as its 
fourth main purpose the encourage- 
ment of the use of the Scriptures. 
It seeks to accomplish this pur>ose 
through 1) its annual promotion of 
Worldwide Bible Reading—Thanks- 
giving to Christmas, 2) the observ- 
ance of Universal Bible Sunday, the 


DISTRIBUTION Twenty - one 
copies of the Scriptures, every minute 
around the clock. The Society is re- 
sponsible for much of this. 


second Sunday of December, 3) the 
preparation and distribution of leaf- 
lets, Bible Reading schedules and 
other materials designed to encour- 
age regular Bible reading, 4) the cul- 
tivation of Bible committees in 
denominations and local churches, 
5) the supplying of Scriptures to 
church vacation schools, Boy Scout 
troops and the like, and 6) through 
contacts with theological seminaries. 


It Supplies Bibles 
to the Blind 


Since 1835 the Society has furnished 
Scriptures to the blind through the 
publishing of the Bible in various 
embossed systems as they have been 
devised and promoted, and in the 
last few years through ‘Talking Book 
records for the blind who do not 
read with their fingers. This work 
has been done not only in the Eng- 
lish language but in Spanish, Portu- 
guese, Japanese, Dutch, Korean, 
Arabic and other tongues. Alto- 
gether the Society has produced 
Scriptures for the blind in thirty- 
five different languages and systems. 

Since a_ typical twenty-volume 
Bible in the Braille system is a very 
costly book, the Society provides 
volumes for the blind in whatever 
system is required at the nominal 
price of twenty-five cents a volume, 
a mere traction of the cost, meeting 
the balance out of its Blind Fund, 
to which generous friends make con- 
tributions. 
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Who IS IN THE 


BIBLE SOCIETY 
FAMILY... 


Proofreader | 


No pains are spared to see 

that the Word of God goes | 
| out without mistakes. The 

Bible Society offers a cal 
prize to the first person to | 
find an error in any of its | 
standard books. | 


Shipper 

By truck and train, boat and 
plane, go Bibles to the ends 
of the earth. 


4---------- 


Sunday-Schoo! | 
Teacher | 

The Bible is the textbook of 
the Sunday school, which al- 


ways furnishes copies where 
they are needed. 


Accountant 


That all the funds conse- 
crated to the work of Scrip- 
ture distribution shall be 
strictly accounted for, men 
skilled in handling figures 
devote their days. 


cA ap a 
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Donor 


He may send one dollar | 
much more. He may write « 
annuity agreement for mar 
thousands. Whatever t 
sends, it is he who keeps ft 
Society alive. 


Printer | 


From little hand presses at | 
mission stations to giant 
printing plants in great cities, 
the pages of the Bible are I 
constantly being printed in 
clearer, more readable type. | 


Missionary 


Thousands of Bibles go di 
rectly from the printer to th 
mission stations at home an 
abroad to carry the Wor 
of God to the people. 


Prayer Partner 


The Society is upheld by | = 
thousands of those who in | 

many lands and many lan- | 
guages lift its work to the ] 


Throne, | 


Family Circle 


the Lore 
teachings learned better | 
practiced more hopeful 
than where members of fi 
family search the Scriptur 
together. 


Nowhere are 


oy 


I 

| 

, Translator 

_ To reach a man’s heart in 
his native tongue, the Society 

| works with many who trans- 
late and revise the Scrip- 


| tures. 


eer nea 


Binder 
No book deserves a better 
binding than the Bible. Bind- 
‘ers use various materials to 
withstand the ravages of 
time and climate and insects. 


Colporteur 
The colporteur and volun- 
| teer distributor take the 
| Scriptures to the unreached 
| people of the world where 
even the missionary has not 
[ gone. 


Chaplain | 
Incamps, aboard ships and at 
the battle front; in Veterans’ 
homes, hospitals and _ pri- 
sons, chaplains are the priv- 
ileged dispensers of the 


I 
| 
| 
| 
Word. | 
| 


Blind 

Where physical 
prevails, spiritual percep- 
tion is the keener. The So- 
I ciety delights to serve the 
| Blind in many lands and 
| many languages. 


darkness 
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| Typesetter 

| The first book ever set in 
type was the Bible. Today 
all over the world men are 

Nesting it in type in many 
languages to meet the 

| mounting demand. 


LS eee 


Packer 
Millions of Scripture volumes 
are distributed every year. 
They leave the publishing 
plant in case lots. 


| Pastor 

Pastors are by their very 
| calling proclaimers and dis- 
yjuibuiocs of the Word. 


A.B.S. Staff 

Member 

In the more than thirty of- 

fices of the Society around 

the world work hundreds of 

men and women doing the 

Father's business of making 
His word available. 


| Service Man 

| “There are no atheists in 

| foxholes"; but men facing 

| the grim realities of life and 
death hang confidently on 

| God’s Word. 
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THEY REMEMBER the Society in 
the Making of their Last Will and 
‘Testament. 


DENOMINATIONS include the Society in their Budgets as Part of their 


Worldwide Outreach. 


ANNUITANTS guarantee their 


Financial Security and the Continu- 
ance of Scripture Distribution by their 
Agreements. 


The Society consists of Members. 
Without Members there would 
be no society. 

‘There are four forms of Annual 
Membership and three forms of 
Permanent Membership. 

The Annual Memberships are: 
AssociaTE, $1. Privilege: to receive 
the Bible Society Record for one 
year. Active, $5. Privileges: as 
above, with one gift subscription 
to the Bible Society Record sent 
to a friend. Servicr, $10. Priv- 
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INDIVIDUALS become Members 
of the American Bible Society by Send- 
ing Personal Gifts. 


ileges: as above, with two gift 
subscriptions sent to friends. Sus- 
TAINING, $25. Privileges as above, 
with four gift subscriptions and 
upon request, a copy of the il- 
lustrated yearly Board of Man- 
agers’ Report. 

The Society also offers Famity 
Mempersuip, $50: Nationa. 
Women’s Crus $50; Ten THovu- 
SAND Business Men’s Crus, $100. 

Permanent Memberships are: 
Lire Mempbersuip, $50 or more; 


CHURCH OFFERINGS express 


the Local Congregation’s Re- 
sponsibility for Worldwide Scripture 
Distribution. 


MemoriaL MEMBERSHIP, $100 or 
more in memory of a relative or 
frend; Lire Direcrorsurp, $150 
or more. 

The privileges of Permanent 
Memberships include an engraved 
certificate, a life subscription to 
the Bible Society Record and all 
the privileges of an annual Sus- 
taining Member. 

All memberships, beginning 


‘with Active carry the right to vote 


at the Society’s Annual Meeting. 
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ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION 
ADDITIONAL 


GIFTS WOULD PROVIDE 


AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
SCRIPTURES FOR A NEEDY 
WORLD 


2 Bers 


Printing and Binding 
of Scriptures Sold 


Printing and Binding 


0 
ee of Scriptures Donated 


Cost of Distribution Abroad 


Cost of Distribution 
in the United States 


Gifts from Churches 


I 7% 


9% | Service to the Cause 


Income from Past 
| Donors, from 
Legacies , 
ete. 7% | Administration 


INCOME | - EXPENDITURES 


10% 


Promotion of Income 


Note: The accompanying chart reveals that the Society’s income from past donors about pays for 
administration and promotion of income; these two forms of expenditure in turn encourage 
gifts from churches and individuals, which make possible the various services of the Society— 
distribution at home and abroad, aid to other Bible Societies, and donations of Scriptures. 

On top of these services it will be noted that the cost of printing and binding the volumes 
sold is not quite equaled by the income from their sale. 


It is obvious that larger blocks of income from individuals and from churches would allow ex- 
for MORE and GREATER services 


penditures to expand upward an equal distance, providing 
as enumerated above. _ 


WHERE AND WITH WHOM Tt 


AFRICA 


e@ Where the American 
Bible Society’s own 
Agencies are at 
work, 


o Where the Society 
is represented 
through another 
national Bible 
Society. 


Liberia 
Madagascar 
Natal 


French West Africa 
Nigeria 


Gold Coast 


French Equat. Africa 
Kenya 


Belgian Congo 
Cameroun 

Cape Verde Islands 
Egypt 

Ethiopia 


Advent Christian | | 
Adventist, 7th Day 
Assemblies of God 


Baptist, American 


Baptist, 7th Day 


Baptist, Southern 


Christian & Missionary Alliance 


Christian Reformed 


Church of the Brethren 


Church of God, Indiana 


Church of God, Tennessee 


Churches of God 


Congregational Christian 


Disciples of Christ 


Evangelical and Reformed 


Evangelical Mission Covenant 


Evangelical United Brethren 


Lutheran, American 


Lutheran, Augustana 


Lutheran, Evang. (Norwegian) 
Lutheran, Free 

Lutheran, Missouri Synod 
Lutheran, United 

Mennonites 

Methodist 

Methodist Episc., African 
Methodist Episc. Zion, African 
Methodist, Free 

Methodist, Primitive 
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Methodist, Wesleyan 


Moravians, North & South 


Nazarene 


Presbyterian, U. S. 


Presbyterian, U. S. A, 


Presbyterian, Assoc. Reformed 


Presbyterian, Cumberland 


Presbyterian, Reformed (Covenanter) 


Presbyterian, United 


Protestant Episcopal 


Reformed in America 


Missionaries always know the American Bible Society. 
American Bible Society Secretaries report that it is not 
uncommon for someone to say, “What is the American 


Bible Society?”—But this question is never asked by a 
missionary, 


Note: Work in China is at present prohitt 


When the name of the Society is mentioned, mig 


sionaries always say something like, “Thank God f 
the American Bible Society!” This is because all mi 
sionaries, regardless of their church connections, depen 
on the Bible Societies for the Scriptures in the languag 
of the people. - 


ERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY WORKS 
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One cannot begin to compute how much it would 


cost each denomination to translate, publish and dis- 


tribute the Scriptures by itself. Because all denomina- 
tions work together doing “this one thing,” it is possible 


to carry forward an economical, efficient and far-reaching 


program in providing the Holy Scriptures. 


Mexico 


| | 
EPL Ltt elt lel | TTT Tole TT lel fel | idee [oe fe fit le | | [e 
| | | eta | 


CARIBBEAN ISLANDS AUSTRALIA AND PACIFIC ISLANDS 
| 
ne 
3 3 
“” “ 
a Cita c tibet: 
a 3 f/3| jo] [els] ole 
c =|¢ 4 o/ 2; Sle 
ec 9 Cj eee = Sat eer fe “ 
“ o = 3 o 2 VEO) |e El] g 2 | 
oO ty] o ro | Vigil ola =e £ 
Bl fe] [Sl of Stel [Bl£le! [218] 5) sO! 2) ape 
B] ofstee| Ol) | 2] -= el|=| oo] €] 5] cl | 5 S| 5/a/o2 
S/o) ES) Ee] Sl) Oo) [al] 2/2) 0] F/O) 9) 2) es] s/E/ oH) 2 
G|.2/ 0] 5] 5] sli 5|o/=/ 5/G/ 2] $| S| o| o) 4/5!) §] 
a/U/O/ZL|Ss/a/e/> <q/O/O/O;/L) Els2/=/Z| Z\Oja lala) 


The chart on this page shows the areas (outside the 
United States) in which the American Bible Society 
is serving those denominations which comprise the 
Advisory Council. The Society also serves these denomt- 
nations in distributing each year more than 6,000,000 
Scripture volumes in the United States. 


| 
| 


| 


Following an extensive tour of Latin America 


from June to September 1951, Dr. J. W. Decker, 


Secretary of the International Missionary Coun- 


cil, prepared a detailed report of his observations. 
The report contains the following paragraphs: 


No report on Latin America would be complete 
without a word regarding the outstanding 
place and accomplishments of the Bible Soci- 
eties. In each country they fortunately furnish 
an example of the most comprehensive evangel- 
ical cooperation and working unity. Here is 
the one place where the newer and the historic 
denominations meet each other and actually 
work together. The Bible Society Agent is 
invariably one of the best sources of informa- 
tion about the evangelical situation as a whole 
in any given country. If you desire to know 
the strength and the weaknesses of the various 
elements in the evangelical picture, go to him! 
The Bible Societies are hardly able to cope 
with the insatiable demand for the Christian 
Scriptures. In a real sense evangelical work in 
Latin America had its beginnings in the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures. The Bible Societies 
continue to be an indispensable arm of the 
evangelical movement. That arm must be 


made even stronger. 


From the viewpoint of the Home Mission field 
Miss Edith E. Lowry, Executive Secretary of 
Division of Home Missions of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, writes: 


remote villages of the country and the outposts 
of Alaska, the West Indies and Hawaii, the 
American Bible Society has been a strong ally 
of the Home Mission Boards of the Division 
of Home Missions and of the Division itself. 


q From the congested areas of the cities to the 
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An Arm that must be 
made Stronger 


The Division has been helped especially in 
the work in the United States Government 
Indian Schools and in agricultural migrant 
labor camps. Through the distribution of the 
Bible and the Bible portions countless individ- 
uals have a deeper understanding of the Chris- 
tian message. The Bible has become a prized 
possession and constant guide to many who 
have received it from their missionaries through 
the American Bible Society. It would .be 
difficult to estimate fully the great contribution 
the American Bible Society is making to Home 
Missions, and we earnestly hope its work will 


be greatly expanded. 


Dr. John R. Mott 


Dr. John R. Mott is the unrivaled elder statesman of 
American Christianity and its foreign mission enter- 
prise. No living man knows the status and the needs 
of the World Mission of the church more intimately. 
He recently wrote the Officers at the Bible House: 
“My life of over sixty years of travel has taken me to 
eighty-three different countries and to most of them 
again and again. This has enabled me to become ac- 
quainted with the most effective means of influencing 
the life and fruitfulness of various Christian agencies. 
Very prominent and efficient among these is that of 
the American Bible Society. It is of front-line im- 


portance to expand its most beneficent service on every 
hand.” 
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“| can read my New Testament!” 


* “Lungsa” is from the Indian province of Orissa. When he came 
to the Canadian Baptist Mission at Serango, India, he was illiterate. 

After two weeks’ study by the Laubach system he discovered that 

he could read, haltingly, from John’s Gospel 


Every Man 
for Himself 


by Frank C. Laubach 


WE EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS believe that every man 
can and must search the Scriptures for himself. He 
does not require an intermediary; indeed, he is dis- 
tinctly better off without one. ‘The Christian reli- 
gion is person to Person. It does not end with the 
individual, but it begins there. Each man must 
have his own personal relationship to his Maker 
and Friend. 

For centuries scholars have labored to translate 
the Biblé so that all men everywhere might have 
it available in their own tongues. The matchless 
tale of their labors is told in ““UVhe Book of a ‘Thou- 
sand Tongues.” The patience, the persistence, and 
the skill and devotion needed to achieve that result 
—the Bible in a thousand tongues—are beyond esti- 
mate or adequate praise. 

- Yes, the Bible is available in translation. But to 
whom? Alas, even yet to only a very small fraction 
of the people who speak many of those thousand 
tongues. Ninety percent of the non-Christians 
whom foreign missionaries in Africa and Asia and 
the islands of the seven seas are trying to reach with 
the message of Christ are unable to read or write 
anything at all. Translating the Bible is not enough, 
you have to sce to it that people are able to read it 
when it has been translated. The Church very early 
saw its duty in the first regard, but lagged as to the 
second. Until the last three decades, there have not 
been many workers consecrated to that end of the 
task—getting people able to read this translated 
Bible—and population-increases far outstripped the 
progress in literacy. Now the Christian forces are in- 
creasingly working at the literacy job, the twin task 
of translation. Just as the messengers of the Church 
pioneered in translating, they now hold almost a 
monopoly of the techniques of teaching people how 
to read and write. Governments, UNESCO, in- 
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dustrial businesses with large numbers of illiterate 
employees, are glad to learn from them. 

We know from experience with people coming 
out of illiteracy in many lands that a man can hear 
God speak to him most plainly when His word 
comes to him in his own tongue. But the new 
reader cannot at once read the Bible for himself. 
Our Bible remains a closed book to him until he 
has progressed through simpler reading materials. 
As a first reader, after he has mastered the pictorial 
reading charts, he is being given The Story of Jesus, 
told so that new words are added progressively to 
his vocabulary. Then he receives graded Scripture | 
portions, and from that he advances to a copy of a 
Gospel or of the New Testament. 

With the growing Christian who has just learned 
to read syllables and words from a phonetic chart 
it must be first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear. Introduce him to the spirit and the 
teachings of the Master through the simple words, 
the short sentences, the large type of The Story of 
Jesus. Watch lovingly as he goes up the ladder of 
literacy in selected Gospel portions, and finally 
comes to the full meat of the Word. His experience 
of God will grow with his reading skill; and grad- 
ually and steadily he will come to the point where — 
he can for himself ‘search the Scriptures—which 
testify of Me.” The person-to-Person relationship 
has been established. 


The urgency for distributing the Scriptures is height- 
ened by the current widespread interest and activity 
in literacy in which Dr. Frank C. Laubach is the out- 


standing leader. 
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_A Chaplain Looks 


_ at the Bible Society 


by Harold Voelkel 


Napoleon said, “An army marches on its stomach”; 
and all will agree that, to be able to fight well, a soldier 
- must be fed well. But the American Army recognizes 
also the need for feeding a man’s soul and warming 
his heart—that “man shall not live by bread alone, but 
- by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Matt. 4:4); and one of the first activities of a 
chaplain is supplying the troops with Scriptures. 
Through the years and through all the wars, nght up 
at the front the chaplain on his rounds has offered the 
soldier a pocket New ‘Testament, a Gospel of John, a 
copy of the Psalms or Proverbs, or whatever size Scrip- 
ture portion he desires. He may have a whole Bible, if 
he cares to add it to his already weighty equipment. 
The present hostilities in Korea, strange in so many 
ways, challenge the chaplain and the Bible Society to 
a wider and more varied ministry than ever before. Un- 
der the United Nations Command are not only Ameri- 
can and British (English, Canadian, Australian) troops, 
for whom English Scriptures are supplied, but Korean, 
Siamese, Philippine, ‘Turkish, Greek and Ethiopian 
units, plus Swedish and Danish hospital groups, for 
whom the Word of God is made available to each man 
in his own language. 


Chaplain Voelkel, center, explains the program of a 


prisoner-of-war Bible Institute to Chief of Chaplains 
R. H. Parker, fourth from right 


In the providence of God no more astonishing op- 
portunity for good ever came out of the ruin and wreck- 
age of war than the ministry that has presented eitself 
among the Communist Korean prisoners of war. In 


the large concentrations of men, tens of thousands of 


them, with time on their hands, the Department of 
Army Civilian Chaplains, former Korean missionaries, 
are able to teach and preach the Bible to throngs that 
gather voluntarily; and the response is an inspiration. 
Congregations have been organized, Bible institutes 
established, Bible memory-groups formed; and day by 
day evidences are multiplying that “the Word of God 
is alive and powerful” (Hebrews 4:12), that it “teaches, 
reproves, corrects, instructs, and equips for every kind 
of good work” (II Timothy 3:16, 17 Moffatt). Despite 
persecution, ridicule and organized opposition by the 
Reds, the Christian P.O.W.’s continue in a devoted 


Chaplain Voelkel interprets, as Chief of Chaplains 
Parker addresses prisoners. of war 5 


and systematic study of the Scriptures, and their num- 
bers are growing. At present we have twenty congrega- 
tions, fourteen Bible institutes with 3,233 students, 
1,271 graduates of the New Testament correspondence 
course, 772 enrolled in the Old Testament and 1,665 in 


the New Testament. All told, 150,000 Scripture portions 


have been distributed—Gospels, Acts, Psalms, Proverbs, 
New ‘Testaments and whole Bibles. How deep a debt of 
gratitude we owe the American Bible Society for these 
munificent gifts, the fruitage of which God alone knows. 

The Holy Spirit is using the Word. Let me tell of an 
eighteen-year-old P.O.W. who decided to believe in 
Christ during meetings held in Pyengyang just after 


his capture. A few months later we began distributing — 


Gospels, and a copy of Matthew fell into this young 
man’s hands. It so fascinated him that he set out to 
memorize the whole book, and he can now recite it 
all. Since then he has gathered a group of about eighty 
like-minded fellows about him who give time each day 
to reading the Bible. During the past month a number 
of the troup have read through the New Testament, 
a few have read it twice, and one man has completed 
it three times. They are saturating their hearts and 
minds with God’s Word, that they may be firmly es- 
tablished in the Truth and be prepared for lives of 
fruitful Christian service upon their release. 


Chaplain Voelkel conducts a worship service for North 
Korean captives in prison enclosure 


The Bible Society 


and the Future 
by Eric M. North 


The best characterization of the future for the 
Bible Society is a remark about its past. When 
its 125th anniversary was being celebrated, Mr. 
Manson, the President then, said: “The Bible 
Society has only just begun!” Surely, this is true 
when we reckon that the Bible will always be the 
Book men will need, and that, so far as our in- 
sight goes, men in generations far beyond our 
ken will still need to have it brought to them and 

_to be told about it. Bible Society work has a very 
long future before it! 

Looking at our world today we surely can 
learn some points pertinent to Bible Society work 
in this and the next two or three generations. 

_ The first of these is that there is a great task 
of translation still to be done. It is estimated that 
there ase perhaps a thousand forms of speech 
into which nothing has been translated and which 
should have at least a Gospel. No suppression of 
minority tongues, no amalgamation of dialects, 
is going to alter this radically. And there are hun- 
dreds of languages which have a Gospel or two 
which should surely have a New Testament, and 
many that need to have the whole Bible. This is 
a prodigious task, for it must be well and skillfully 
done—or it will have to be redone. Moreover, 
from time to time, as languages change, revisions 
must be made—again an arduous task. Here is a 
challenge that will require all the scholarship of 
the Church for many generations and that will 
probably continue so long as human speech en- 
dures. 

When we turn to distribution we face a task 
even greater. It may fairly be doubted whether 
the circulation of the Scriptures is keeping pace 
with the growth of new readers, when one con- 
‘siders the millions upon millions of children who 
learn to read in the schools of the nations and the 
great numbers of adult illiterates who are becom- 
ing readers in the many literacy campaigns now 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD~ 


If They Know 


With many contributions to the Society's work come 
statements to the effect that the donor is surprised 
that so many churches and church members know noth- 
ing about the American Bible Society; that if they did, 
they, too, would be eager to contribute to its work. 

The future of the American Bible Society lies prin- 

cipally in wider support by church people. If they 
know, they will give. Here are at least three ways 
every reader of this page may help them to know: 

1, An extra copy of this Special Issue of the Bible 
Society Record will be sent to any address fur- 

hs nished by the reader. 

2. A gift of five dollars or more constitutes the 
donor an Annual Member of the Society. On 
page 56 will be found a list of the privileges of 
members, which in all cases provide for one or 
more annual gift subscriptions to the Bible 
Society Record. 

3. Church workers, and particularly pastors, can 
help by speaking of the privileges of individual 
membership in the American Bible Society and by 
writing for leaflet material for distribution in the 
church. 

In any case write the American Bible Society, De- 
partment SI, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


in progress. Certainly millions of these new 
readers have yet to possess or even see a copy 
of a Gospel, let alone a whole Bible. And what 
dangerous and corrupting literature awaits them, 
if we do not get there first with the Gospel of 
Christ! 

We have a task that seems endless and over- 
whelming indeed! But let us remember that every 
bit that is done counts in new life for a man or 
woman, a boy or girl, or a thousand of them! 
Moreover, who can judge what new strength may 
come to our cause? If one had told the Bible 
Society Officers in 1946 that in the five years that 
were to follow, American Christians would send 
through the Society $2,500,000 to distribute the 
Scriptures in the lands of their recent enemies, 
Japan and Germany, they would have not believed 
it. But it did come to pass! Every day new allies 
are coming. Who knows what advances in com- 
munication or in printing techniques may simplify 
our tasks? Nay, more—in all lands thousands of 
new lovers of the Bible are rising up and joining 
the Bible Society movement. They and we will 
not only add to our efforts; we shall multiply 
them. . 

More than all else, we shall be working with 
God! 
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It is impossible... 


to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible 


Abraham Lincoln: 


I am profitably engaged in reading the Bible. ‘Take 
all of this Book upon reason that you can, and the 
balance by faith, and you will live and die a better 
man. oe 


Wookie Wilson: 


I have a very simple thing to ask of you. I ask every 
man and woman in this audience that from this 
day on they will realize that part of the destiny of 
America lies in their. daily perusal of this great Book. 


Dr. Hien Keller: : 


_ Unless we form the habit of going to the Bible in 


bright moments as well as in trouble, we cannot 
fully respond to its consolations, because we lack 
equilibrium between light and darkness. 


Captain Eddie Rickenbacker: 


The Bible is One Book for One World. ... . To- 
day I realize that I probably would not be here, 
had it not been for the spiritual light and the moral 
power learned from this Book, which has carried 
me through the many crises of my life. 


John Foster Dulles: 


The Bible means to me that there is a God, that 
He has purposes for men and that each of us has 
the task to find and immerse himself in the stream 
of the ma purpose. ; 


Douglas MacArthur: 


Believe me, sir, never a night goes by, be I ever so 


tired, but a ‘tread the Word of God before I go to 
bed. 


Herbert Hoover: 


The whole of the inspirations of our civilization 
springs from the teachings of Christ and the lessons 
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— George Washington 


of the Prophets. To read the Bible for these funda- 
mentals is a necessity of American life. 


op. Edgar Hoover: 


The Bible is the unfailing guide which points the 
way for men to the perfect life. The lessons of 
charity, justice and equality which enrich its pages 
should be learned well by all men in order that 
greed, avarice, and iniquity can be blotted out, 


Dwight D. Eisenhower: 


To read the Bible is to take a tmp to a fair land 
where the spirit is‘strengthened and faith renewed. 


Senator Styles Bridges: 


All citizens of our Republic must constantly be re- 
minded that the American heritage is a Biblical her- 
itage; that the American present is a Biblical present 
and the American destiny is a Biblical destiny. 


Robert A. Vogeler (American business ex- 
ecutive imprisoned by the Communist Government 
in Hungary): 

“When my request for a Bible was granted,” said 
Mr. Vogeler, “I treated it as one treats a priceless 
possession, a thing of great value, a rare treasure, 
using it sparingly to make its value last. I read one 
chapter in the Old ‘Testament and one in the New 
each day, and also a Psalm. At the time I was re- 
leased I had finished two complete readings and 
was well started on the third. 

“It gave me strength and assurance for what to my 


knowledge at that time were the interminable years 
ahead. 3. is 


Lowell Thomas: 


The Bible is of vital importance in teaching free- 
dom. . . . Dictators fear the Bible, and for good 


reasons. It inspired the Magna Charta and the 


Declaration of Independence. 


APRIL 1952 


And ‘These Things Also 


For two days in the late fall each year the Society brings to the Bible House representatives of some 
50 denominations to acquaint them with the Society’s plans and to seek their counsel as it adopts its 
budget for the forthcoming year. This group is called the Advisory Council. Its members include 
Presidents, Moderators, Clerks and other high denominational officials, as well as leading pastors, 
editors and publicity men. 


Revised Standard Version of the English New Testament. Under the Society’s imprint the new text 


q At its Annual Meeting in 1951 the Society amended its by-laws to permit the distribution of the 
will be used in Gospel portions and in diglots with the Japanese, Korean and other languages. 


constituents and new prospects it mails a sheet of Bible Seals, newly designed each year, with an 
appeal signed by one of the nation’s well-known Christian laymen. The Seals are useful in personal 


: Each spring the Society engages in its “Annual Seal Campaign.” To its hundreds of thousands of 
correspondence and have proven one of the Society’s chief sources of income. 


Besides its various leaflets, pamphlets; news releases and other publicity material, the Society has 
available a number of sound-motion pictures and film strips. Those interested in using them should 
write Headquarters for the Society’s catalog of literature and visual aids. 


in London. It is an association of twenty-four national Bible Societies organized for the purpose 
of facilitating the effective distribution of the Scriptures across the world through cooperation in 
the fields of translation, the purchasing of supplies, the publishing under joint imprints and avoid- 
ance of duplication or overlapping in field work. 


Unlike every other library, the one in the Bible House, instead of having one copy of many 
books, has many copies of one Book. Among its rarest and most notable volumes are a Wycliffe 
New Testament of the fifteenth century, which, antedating the invention of printing, is of course 
a hand-written book; a copy of the first printed English Bible, the Coverdale Version of 1535; a 
John Eliot Bible of 1663, in the Massachusetts Indian dialect, the first Bible printed in all the 

» Americas; a copy of the Erasmus Greek Testament of 1516—the first Greek ‘Testament ever pub- 
lished; a copy of the first English Bible printed in the United States, done in Philadelphia by 
Robert Aitkin in 1782. 


q The American Bible Society is a member of the United Bible Societies, whose headquarters are 


The Society is fully as interested in the newest Scriptures as it is in the oldest. Recent special 
displays in its showcases have included the first Bible in the Ragoli language (see front cover), pub- 
lished by the Society in 1951; the first New Testament in the Kikwango, a trade language developed 
for use by various tribes, totaling a half million, who live along the Kasai River in the Belgian Congo; 
a copy of the first Scripture volume, the Gospel of Mark, for the San Blas Indians of Panama; 
published for them in 1951 by the American Bible Society; a full set of the Gospels and other por- 
tions of the Scripture produced in the last four years by various Bible Societies in illustrated maga- 
zine form; recent editions of the Bible in English from the commercial presses, designed to en- 


courage wider use of the Bible. 


The Society maintains the oldest charitable annuity program in the United States, sending its 
checks periodically to each annuitant. It has never missed mailing these checks on their due date 
since the first annuitant was enrolled in 1843. 


From Thanksgiving to Christmas each year the Society promotes “Worldwide Bible Reading,” 
issuing through the churches and supplying to schools, libraries, radio stations and other cooperat- 
ing groups approximately 15,000,000 Reading lists in bookmark form, with selections for daily 
reading between the two festal dates. In the middle of the period the Society features Universal 
Bible Sunday, the second Sunday in December, on which tens of thousands of ministers preach 
sermons designed to encourage regular Bible reading. Last year Worldwide Bible Reading was 


celebrated in 38 countries. 


American Bible Society. Most of the state Societies are located in the New England States. Some 
Societies act as auxiliaries to the American Bible Society, supplying available funds for its world- 


z __wide program. 
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DIRECTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Headquarters 


450 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. H. 
Mann, R. T. Taylor; 7reasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secre- 
tary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Secretary for Promotion of 
Bible Use, James V. Claypool, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chi- 
| cago 1; Secretary for Translations, E. A. Nida; Secretary for 
|| Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, 
| Miss S. R. Barrett; Associate Secretaries, Foreign Department, 
| P. A. Collyer, L. E. Holmgren. 


_ Chicago Office i i 1 i 4 
35 EAST WACKER DRIVE, CHICAGO 1, ILL. , sk 4 


District Offices BIBLE HOUSE LIBRARY The largest collection of Scriptures in the New 


World—over 18,000 volumes in more than 950 languages. 


| 
| Eastern—New York, Connecticut 
| 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, N. Y. 
Atlantic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey 
701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Maryland— Maryland and District of Columbia 
9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md. 
| © Seuth Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina 
Central Nat. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 
- Southern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., Alabama 
Miss. : 
~85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga. - : 
; ‘Central—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky 
[eS t93 East 6th Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
__ Northwestern—llinois, lowa, Missouri; Wisconsin, Minn., N. 
Is Dak., S. Dak. 
: 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
Southwestern—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana 
2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 
Rocky Mt.—Colo., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Idaho 
i N. Mex., Ariz. 
1445 Glenarm Place, Denver 2, Colo. 
_ Pacific—Northern California, Washington, Ore., Nevada, 
Alaska, Howaii 2 
224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 
Southern California—325 Ramona St., Pasadena 1, Calif, 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among 
the Colored People of the United States 


Atlanta— Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Missis- + 

sippi, Tenn. 5 : . a " 
56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga. : . = 
Rich id—No. Carolina, Virginia, W. Va., D. C., Maryland = = ? . . 
Si Loke 6108,, 90-51. James o, Richmond 20,VG. PROOFREADER Robert Lundgren has during eight years with the Society 
Cleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. Y., N. J., Del., Mich., Ind., Ill, Mo., read proof of Scriptures in 57 languages. 


Ky. 
5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio 
Dallas—Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas : 
2516 Thomas Ave., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Field Offices 


4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 

1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 

310 No. Ervay Street, Dallas 1, Texas 

=a Washington Bldg., 1435 G Street, N. W., Washington 5, 
Be. 


_ Depositories—To Which Orders for Scriptures 
should be Sent 


New York City 22—Bible House, 450 Park Avenue—New 
we New Jersey, Penna., Del., Maryland, D.-C., Virginia, 
. Va. 

Atlanta 3, Georgia—85 Waiton St.—No. Carolina, So. 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tenn., Alabama, Mississippi 
Chicago 1, Illinois—35 £. Wacker Drive—Colorado, New 
_ Mexico, Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Utah, Ariz., Ohio, Ky., Ind., 

IIl., lowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., $. Dak., Neb., Kan. 
Dalles 4, Texas—2233 Bryan Street—Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Louisiana : 
Son Francisco 2, California—224 McAllister St.—Wash., 
Ore., Calif., Nevada, Alaska, Hawaii 


Foreign Agencies an \ : 
t indies—Nept ry . R Sai a " one . ° 

ae pacar! Ese ah tes kay STORE From its stores like this at Headquarters, the Society sold Scriptures 

Central America—Bible House, Box J, Cristébal, Canal Zone in the United States last year in 12] languages. 

Colombia Subagency—Box J, Cristobal, Canal Zone ¥ ha 

Venezuela Subagency—Apartado 222, Caracas 


Pee pyideen7Aportads 448, Giron Camana, 836, Lima, DISPLAYS “t never miss my daily Scripture verse,” say hundreds of people, 
Chile-Bolivia—Casilla 784, Santiago, Chile from top executives to nursemaids, who pass the Bible House. 


La Plata—Calle Porané 140, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Brazil— 133-135 Rua Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro 

Bible Lands Agency, North—Bible House, Istanbul, Turkey 

Bible Lands Agency, South—P. O. Box 724, 62 Sharia Ibra- 
him Pasha, Cairo, Egypt 

Philippines—Bible House 636, Isaac Peral, Manila 

Thailand—150 Sathorn Rd., Bangkok 

Hong Kong—1 Ice House Street : 

Japan Bible Society—Bible House, 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the 
American Bible Society 


Maine—19 Pine St., Portland 4 

New Hampshire—24 Warren St., Concord 
Vermont—1 89 South Winooski:Ave., Burlington 
Massachusetts—41 Bromfield St., Boston 8 
Connecticut— 278 Farmington Ave., Hartford 5 
Rhode Island—144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 : 
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CLASS Many children first learn to love the Bible in Sunday 


E FAMILY  Bible-reading families are the foundation of 
jmerican life at its best. They are also the strength of the Amer- 


an Bible Society. 


LONE No man is alone when he reads the Bible. There 
od speaks with him. . 


bys and girls. Here Barbara Jo Walker, Miss America beauty winner, teaches her class in a Methodist church. 


school, where the Bible is the textbook for 11,000,000 


& 


AT WAR Men in danger need no urging to read 
their Bibles. Starting in 1820 the Bible Society has 
supplied 20,000,000 Scriptures to men and women 
in unifo-m. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


APRIL MAY 

Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Mark 7 16 Luke 5:1-17 1 Acts 10:34-48 16 Acts 20:17-38 
2 Mail 8:1-21 17 Luke 5:18-39 2 Acts 11 17 Acts 21 

3 Marl 8:22-38 18 Acts 3 3 Acts 12 18 Sunday, 
4 Mark 9:1-29 19 Acts 4:1-22 4 Sunday, Acts 22 
5 Mark 9:30-50 20 Sunday, Acts 13:1-37 19 Acts 23 
6 Palm Sunday, Acts 4:23-37 5 Acts 13:38-52 20 Acts 24 
Mark AT 21 Acts 5:1-16 6 Acts 14 21 Acts PHS 
7 Mark 12 22 Acts 5:17-42 7 Acts i) 22 Acts 26 
8 Mark 13 23 Acts 6 8 Acts 16:1-15 23 Acts 27:1-26 
9 Mark 14:1-42 24 Acts 7:1-29 9 Acts 16:16-40 24 Acts 27:27-44 

10 Mark 14:43-72 25 Acts 7:30-60 10 Acts 17:1-15 25 Sunday, 
11 Matthew 27:1-31 26 Acts 8:1-25 11 Sunday, Acts 28 
12 Matthew 27:32-66 27 Sunday, Acts 17:16-34 26 | Corinthians 12 
13 Easter, Acts 8:26—40 12 Acts 18 27 | Peter 2 
Mark 16 28 Acts 9:1-22 13 Acts 19:1-20 28 | Peter 3 
14 John 20 29 Acts 9:23-43 14 Acts 19:21-41 29 | Peter 4 
15 John Pa 30 Acts 10:1-33 15 Acts 20:1-16 30 | Peter 5 
31 Joel 2:1-17 


Dotwn the Wears 


THE FIRST FIFTY— 
| 
: 


1816 May 13, the Society was founded in the New York City Hall. November 16, it 
issued its first 10,000 copies of the Bible. 


1829 The Society undertook the first of four campaigns (the others began in 1856, 
1866 and 1882) to supply a Bible to every destitute home in the United States. 


| 1835 Inaugurated its service to the blind. 
1836 Established its first Foreign Agency—in Constantinople, Turkey. 
1841 The Society was incorporated in the State of New York. 
1843 The Society enrolled its first annuitant, of whom there are now 7500. 
The first issue of the Bible Society Record appeared in November. 
361-65 Issued in the United States 5,297,832 volumes of Scripture, chiefly New Testa- | 
ments for soldiers fighting on both sides in the Civil War. 


THE SECOND FIFTY— 


1876 Agencies were established in China, Japan and Brazil. 

1891 At the end of its first seventy-five Years the Society had distributed 55,531,908 | 
volumes. 

1900 The Society had published the Scriptures in 79 languages, distributed them in 
53more—total, 132. 


1916 Celebrated its centennial. In 100 years the Society had distributed 123,292,359 | 
copies of the Scriptures. 


AND SINCE— 


1917-18 Supplied 4,541,455 volumes of Scripture to the soldiers, sailors and airmen en 
listed in the First World War. 


1919 The Society created the Advisory Council, which now brings leading representa- | 
tives of some 50 denominations to the Bible House each year to plan the Society's 
forthcoming work. 


1938 Celebrated the translation of the Scriptures into the 1,000th tongue. : 
1942 initiated Worldwide Bible Reading, ‘Thanksgiving to Christmas. 


1946 Shared in the founding in London of the United Bible Societies. 
1941-49 | 1 25,237,222 vol : 
ssuec ,222 volumes to service men, prisoners of war, displaced persons and 
ee civilian populations in Europe and Asia, over and above its regular program. 
1916 1945-51 \fade possible 10,000,000 volumes of Scripture for Japan, 
1951 Distributed approximately 8,000,000 Scripture volumes in the United States, ex- 
ceeding any former year. 
1951 Reported that it had in 135 years distributed more than 415,000,000 copies of 
the Scriptures in over 250 languages. 
For 1952 yee the largest budget in its history but still needed $547,466, the esti- 


mated cost of emergency needs, including Scripture supplies for Korea, Japan and 
Brazil, and for our own Armed Forces; for translation and revision work and for 
help to other Bible Societies abroad. 


1942-1952 


